SharelLife Sunday Collection: March 25/26

Your gift brings hope to those serced by 40 °
Catholic agencies in our community and beyond! Sl Sharel_lfe

Please give at our parish or sharelife.org/donate

St. Paul the Apostle and
Immaculate Conception Churches

St. Paul the Apostle: P.O. Box 789, 190 King St. S., Alliston, ON L9R 1V9
Office: 705-435-6325 Fax: 705-435-6859
Immaculate Conception: 4791 Conc Rd 5, Adjala, Alliston ON L9R 1V1
emalil: stpaultheapostleal@archtoronto.org

Parish website: stpaultheapostleal.archtoronto.org
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

4" Sunday of Lent ~ 19 March 2023

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly

been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the

mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to

ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,

“He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.”
John 9:13-15

First Reading + 1 Samuel 16:1b,6-7,10-13
Second Reading + Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel + John 9:1-41

Mass (K= for the
Intentions %) Week

Monday, March 20
NO MASS SCHEDULED
Tuesday, March 21
5:30pm+Marian Cenacle
6:00pm+HOLY HOUR
**6:15pm — 6:45pm + CONFESSIONS**
7:00pm+Kazimierz MADYDA-Damian’s Co-workers
Wednesday, March 22
8:00am+Thelma EAKINS, RIP-D & H Wright
Thursday, March 23
8:00am+Anna & Guiseppe Novielli, RIP — T/N Novielli
Friday, March 24
Multiple Intentions Mass, RIP
(Fri. Daily Mass at Immaculate Conception)
12:10pm+Ron HORAN,Rosie SIMON
**7:00pm+STATIONS of the CROSS @ St. Paul’s
Saturday, March 25+Annunciation
(Sat. Daily Mass at Immaculate Conception)
9:00am+Tardif Grandchildren, Per.Int.-G/D Tardif
5:00pm+llidio MORAIS, RIP- R/M Morais
Sunday, March 26
9:00am+José Tiburcio, RIP- Tomini Family
10:30am+ FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH

Saint of the Week:

The Church is that one wherein the true word of God is
preached, which Christ left to His Apostles, which the same
Church hath always observed, the doctors preached, and
Martyrs and confessors witnessed. This is the Church | believe
to be true. - Saint Margaret Clitherow (1555-1586), Martyr,
Feast Day March 26

The Holy Drama of Grace

When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, he found him and
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered and said, “Who
is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, “I do believe,
Lord,” and he worshiped him. John 9:35—-38

This is the conclusion to the story of the healing of the man born blind.
It is the fifth of seven signs (miracles) in John’s Gospel that point to
the divinity of our Lord. This healing especially confirmed Jesus’
teaching from the previous chapter: “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life” (John 8:12). Jesus was the Light Who came to dispel all darkness,
and now He illustrates this fact by opening the eyes of the blind man.
This story is quite long and detailed. The details it includes makes it
much more than a miracle. It is also a dramatic story revealing both
the consequences of rejecting Jesus, as well as the blessings received
by one who turns to Jesus in faith.

We begin with the detail that this man has been blind since birth. It
was a common misconception at that time that such a birth defect
might have been caused by the sins of the parents. In part, this came
from a misreading of Exodus 20:5—6 in which God said that He inflicts
punishment “on the children of those who hate me, down to the third
and fourth generation.” Jesus makes it clear that this was not the case;
this man’s blindness was a result of the natural disorder experienced
by humanity as a result of original sin. If humanity had never been cast
out of the Garden of Eden, disease and natural disorders would have
never existed. For this reason, we should understand that we are all
“blind” in the sense of being born into the state of original sin and are,
therefore, in need of the grace of spiritual sight.

The healing of this man is done purely on Jesus’ initiative. This shows
that God’s healing action in our lives is always His initiative. But Jesus
clearly offered this man healing because He knew the man would
eventually come to faith in Him, which is the far more important
healing that took place in this story.

After the man is healed, a very interesting drama unfolds. The
Pharisees hear of the healing and begin to interrogate the man.
Afterwards, they also interrogate the man’s parents and then the man
for a second time. Throughout their interrogations, two things happen.
First, the Pharisees slowly become more agitated, more irrational and
end by completely rejecting both this miraculous sign and Jesus
Himself. The man, however, begins with what appears to be a bit of
ignorance about Jesus, but as he is interrogated and challenged to
explain his healing, he deepens and clarifies his convictions, ending in
the deepest faith when he cries out to Jesus, “I do believe, Lord.” Then
we are told that the man worshiped Jesus.

The dramatic unfolding of this story teaches us that when we are given
the grace of God by hearing His holy Word spoken and witnessing His
mighty hand at work, we must make a choice. Either we will respond in
faith and slowly be drawn deeper into that faith, or we will rationalize
it away and reject God’s saving action in our lives. It is not possible to
simply remain indifferent to the Gospel when we hear it spoken or
when we see its effects changing us or others.

Reflect, today, upon the two paths this sign from Heaven had on those
present to this miracle. You, too, are present to this miracle through
your reading of it. How will you respond? Will you imitate the
Pharisees and discount the deep spiritual truths this action conveys?
Or will you open yourself to the transforming power of this healing?
Commit yourself to the path of this blind man. Say to our Lord, “I do
believe, Lord.” Apply those words to every action of Jesus in your life
and allow that faith to lead you into worship of Him Who is the Light
of the World.

Jesus, Light of the World, You came to dispel the darkness caused by
original sin. You came to heal our blindness and open the eyes of our
souls to Your true Light. Please open my eyes so that | may see, and
give me the courage | need to profess my faith in You and worship
You with all my heart. Jesus, | trust in You.

Souce:MyCatholicLife



MARCH 19, 2023

Weekly Collections for
March 12, 2023
(This does not include PAG collection)
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Sunday offering (St Paul’s) $ 2533.45
Other-St.Paul’s(Confirmation,SVDP etc) $2275.30

Sun. offering (Imm. Concep) $ 596.25
Other- Imm Con (SVDP, ShareLifeetc) $ 297.00
Total- $5702.00

NORTHERN REGION SPRING SOCIAL

When: Sunday March 26th

Where: Fr. Bennett Hall, Time: 1-3 p.m.

Doors open at 12:30 p.m., Lunch is at 1:00 p.m.

Entertainment: Sean Derraugh, will talk about the history of his
clarinets & perform for us.

R.S.V.P. before March 22nd to:

dwestcott@bell.net or 705-435-9914

Sponsored by the C.W.L.

Mass of Celebration to Welcome Archbishop Francis
(Frank) Leo

The installation of Bishop Francis (Frank) Leo as Archbishop of
Toronto will take place on Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 10
a.m. Given capacity restrictions at St. Michael’s Cathedral
Basilica, this will be an invitation-only event. The Mass of
Installation will be livestreamed through
www.stmichaelscathedral.com/live and broadcast on Salt & Light
Catholic TV and through their website: www.slmedia.org.
Parishioners are invited to attend a regional Mass of Welcome
taking place in the Northern Region on Monday, April
17,2023 — St Mary’s Parish, Barrie at 7:00pm. A reception
will follow Mass in the parish hall. All are welcome. Please
continue to keep Archbishop Leo in your prayers as he begins his
ministry as our shepherd.

A St.Eu\ the Apostle gzgdzsp 21‘ 12
9 LIFE TEEN Mondays. Bi-weekly.
Check schedule.
March 20 - Pursuit of Happiness
April 3 - Pursuit of Money
April 6/7 - Holy Thursday/Good Friday Retreat
April 22 - Pierogi Dinner Fundraiser
Supports 2 Summer Camps

St.-ElLﬂ the Apostle
Grades6—8
645 - 830pm
Mondays. Bi-weekly.
Check schedule.
March 27 - Fun Night Social
April 6/7 - Holy Thursday/Good Friday Retreat
April 22 - Pierogi Dinner Fundraiser
Supports 5 days at Edge Camps

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

We had a successful World Day of Prayer Service on Friday, March
3rd, with a PHENOMENAL TEAM of helpers. Six other churches in
Alliston attended the service. Our speakers were Deborah Donnelly
and Dave McKendrick who shared their faith journey. Fellowship
and refreshments concluded the day.

Lent & Easter Schedule
During Lent we have the Stations of the Cross on Fridays
at 7:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s Church

CONFESSIONS - Tuesdays at 6 pm and Saturdays at 4 pm

|| EASTER TRIDUUM ||

Holy Thursday — April 6
No Morning Mass
7:30 p.m. + Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Eucharistic Adoration until 10:00p.m

Good Friday — April 7
No Noon Mass
3:00 p.m.+ Commemoration of The Lord’s Passion 7:00 pm
+ Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday — April 8
No Morning Mass
12:00 noon+ Blessing of the Easter Foods at
Immaculate Conception Church
Easter Vigil + 8:30 pm — April 8
{The greatest celebration in the Church Year}

Easter Sunday — April 9
9:00 a.m. Immaculate Conception Church
10:30 a.m.+ St. Paul’s Church
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Searching for
Volunteers

Cardinal Collins says that “as part of our mandate to foster a safe
and caring community, since 2001 the Archdiocese has had a
policy of screening its volunteers to ensure the protection and
safety of the most vulnerable.”

We are seeking someone to assist our Volunteer Coordinator -
Carla Beckett. Having access to a computer and Excel is necessary.
The Excel sheet is already set up and just needs input as it arises.
Meeting and interviewing volunteers is another aspect of the
position and can be arranged in your own time. One does not have
to be retired or have a lot of time to take on this job. On an
average, it takes about one hour a month.

If you are interested, please contact Carla Beckett at
beckettcarla@gmail.com. Training will be provided.

We are seeking new choir members to sing at the 10:30am mass. If
you have the gift of music and would like to sing for the Lord,
please reach out to Father Norberto.

We are in need of counters to assist with our weekly collect
counting. This role entails working ONLY once a month on
Sundays. Training will be provided. You may reach out to the
Parish Office.

We are also looking for Lay Readers and Ushers for our weekend
masses.

If anyone is interested in Ushering, please contact

Ed Rooney @ 416-579-0859 or rooneye34@gmail.com

For Lay Readers, please contact Mike Crowley @
705-220-1309 or mikecrow@rogers.com.




Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 1-800-268-2637
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Coredst Hnbon Limited
established 1946
Savings * GIC's *Loans
Mortgages ° Lines of Credit
7320 St. James Lane, Colgan

905-936-2761

W. JOHN THOMAS
FUNERAL HOME

244 Victoria Street East 705-435-5101

ThomasFuneralHome.ca

FEEHELY, GASTALDI
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
5 Mill St. E., Tottenham
905-936-4262
2 Victoria St. E., Alliston
705-435-4386

MMM/&# o you.

OLIVERFUELS LTD

SERVING THE
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 60 YEARS

7105-435-6762

SHELBURNE MEMORIALS

Est. 1888

Family Owned & Operated
Monuments & Inscriptions
for ALL cemeteries
Full manufacturing facility
www.shelburnememorials.com
519-925-3036
1-800-668-8756
709 Industrial Rd., Shelburne

DRURY

FUNERAL CENTRE LTD
Grant J. Drury

Owner/Managing Director

519 Victoria St. E. 705-435-3535
www.druryfuneralcentre.com

JOHNNY'g

Pizz A

ALLISTON
7054349696
312 Victoria Street East, Alliston
www.johnnyspizzaalliston.ca

ALLISTON

— |
ORTHODONTICS
& ORAL SURGERY

Orthodontics (Braces/Invisalign)
Oral Surgery (Implants, Wisdom Teeth)
176 Victoria St E#1 Tel/SMS: 705-435-1315 smile@aoos.ca

v+ PET
o™ ‘o,

113 Victoria St W 705-434-3311
www.globalpetfoods.ca
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www.ripleysauto.ca
Maintenance & Repairs to All Makes & Models
29King St.S. 705-434-1061

THE

ance
WORKSHOP

FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

COLLEEN & JENNIFER BRINSTON
INSTRUCTORS

905-729-7215 thedanceworkshopalliston@gmail.com

HUNGRY?
Join us at BP Alliston

Over 100 items on our menu. We've got what you crave!

BOSTON PIZZA ALLISTON
27 Young St 705-434-1987

@ BostonPizza

KE YOU A

WINDSOR HOUSE PHARMACY
Virtual Walk In Clinic Available
36 Victoria St W
705-250-3311
windsorhousepharmacy.ca

Parliament's
Auto Body
Ltd.

5095 Boyne Street
Alliston

705-435-5225
rickparliament@bellnet.ca

CIBCO

Our purpose:

To help make your ambition a reality.
Mario Francone

Mobile Mortgage Advisor

1-866-791-1808 / 647-272-5572
mario.francone@cibc.com

Please call me for your home financing options.

Waler é) Depolt

WATER a1 7S BEST
U-Fill Purified Water
R/O Home Systems
U/V Systems = Water Softeners
312 Victoria St. E._705-434-5044

KNEE:SHOULDER

SIMCOE

Advanced Non-Surgical Treatment for
Chronic Shoulder and Knee Pain
169 Dufferin St S, Unit 5

705-440-7333
SimcoeKneeAndShoulderClinic.com

$12.99 3 toppings with coupon
Delivery within
15 minute drive time

169 Victoria Street W
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SJLIBERTY TAX
overcome

TAXiety"

4 Victoria St. E.

Alliston, ONL9R 1T4  (705) 250-7770

M |ke Guerra
REALTOR®

\

WWW. GuerraTeam com
info@GuerraTeam.com
Team Line: 705-202-1302
Direct: 416-592-0183
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HAL LMAW CHAY RE AI.'IY

ALLISTON
Locally Owned
Operated

SWISS
(HALET

ROTISSERIE & GRILL
Join us for Brunch after Sunday Mass

Carpets « Ceramic » Hardwood Flooring
Cushion Flooring

562 Victoria Street East

705-435-4945 705-435-4342 »

206 Church Street South, Alliston, Ontario L9R 1T9

1-800-461-4374

_ IETR IC P O 81| Corner of Church & Victoria i’'m lovin’ it 36 Young St., (Hwy. 89) 705-434-9990
LES ALIMENTS Apsolutely No Artificial Colours,
Flavours or Sweeteners
in ANY of our food
37 Young Street
e 705-435-1405
FOOD MARKTET www.mmfoodmarket.com
% Linda Furtado ‘!‘
A Broker of Record . THE PERFECT
b : y} HomeLife Integrity Realty Inc., Brokerage*
705-435-4506 ‘ SPOT
www.homelifeintegrity.com WARREN -
*Independently Owned and Operated, REALTOR® y
ilon’ G I B S O ii ADVERTISE
SEpmnA Wilton's = ‘-
@& FLOORand WALL COVERINGS LTD. TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
P.O. Box 100 PLEASE CALL

1-800-268-2637
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