
WELCOME  TO  THE

Sadly, the third candle spoke, “ I  am Love ,  and I haven’t the strength to stay l it
any longer. People put me aside and don’t understand my importance. They
even forget to love those who are nearest to them.” Waiting no longer, Love went
out completely.
Suddenly a child entered the room and saw the three candles no longer burning.
The child began to cry, “Why are you not burning? You are supposed to stay l it
unti l  the end.” Then the fourth candle spoke gently to the l itt le boy, “Don’t be
afraid, for I  am Hope ,  and while I  sti l l  burn, we can re-light the other candles.”
With shining eyes, the child took the candle of Hope and l it  the other three
candles.
Never let the Flame of Hope go out. With hope in your l ife,  no matter how bad
things may be, Peace, Faith and Love may shine brightly once again. Anonymous
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We're so glad you're here!
ON-LINE NEWSLETTER

T h e  A n g e l  -  I U B I  -  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  u n i o n
b e t w e e n  e a r t h l y  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e
p r e s e n c e  o f  G o d  i n  l i f e ,  o f f e r i n g  c o u r a g e  i n
m o m e n t s  o f  s o l i t a r y  s u f f e r i n g .   

Lu c e  and Fr i end s

I t  s y m b o l i z e s  G o d ’ s  p r e s e n c e ,
a c c o m p a n y i n g  e a c h  p e r s o n ’ s
j o u r n e y .  A  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l  a s
a  c o m p a n i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  l i f e .

The four candles burned slowly.
Their ambiance was so soft you could hear them speak….
The first candle said, “ I  am Peace ,  but these days, 
nobody wants to keep me l it .”  Then Peace’s f lame slowly
diminished and went out completely.

T h e  S t o r y  o f  F o u r  C a n d l e s
S u b m i t t e d  b y  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t

W i l m a  V a n d e r z w a a g

The second candle said, “ I  am Faith ,  but these days, I  am no 
longer indispensable.” Then Faith’s f lame slowly diminished 
and went out completely.

http://www.cwl.on.ca/


F o l l o w  u s  t o  s t a y  u p d a t e d  o n  C W L  e v e n t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n :  
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T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S

C o l l e e n ’ s  M e s s a g e  o f  J o y

S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  C h a i r p e r s o n

S e r v i c e  C h a i r p e r s o n

P e a r l s  o f  W i s d o m
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M i n u t e  b y  M i n u t e

E v e n t s  C o m i n g  Y o u r  W a y !

F a i t h  C h a i r p e r s o n

O P C  C o n v e n t i o n  U p d a t e

Mi les tone Moment
S t e .  A n n e  C W L  m e m b e r ,  U r s u l a
B e n o i t ,  r e c e n t l y  c e l e b r a t e d  h e r
1 0 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  i n  T e c u m s e h ,  O N .
D u r i n g  h e r  b i r t h d a y  p a r t y ,  L i n d a
P r o c t o r ,  S t e .  A n n e  C W L
P r e s i d e n t  p i n n e d  M a d a m e
B e n o i t  w i t h  h e r  7 5 t h  y e a r  C W L
p i n .  W h a t  a n  a m a z i n g  w o m a n
a n d  i n s p i r i n g  m i l e s t o n e s !
H a p p y  1 0 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  a n d  t h a n k
y o u  f o r  7 5  y e a r s  o f  l o v e  a n d
s e r v i c e  t o  G o d  a n d  C a n a d a !  

E a s t e r  P r a y e r

H o r i z o n s  o f  H o p e  P o s t e r

https://store.canadapost-postescanada.ca/store-boutique/en/114210/p/christmas-nativity-permanent-domestic-rate-stamps-booklet-of-12
https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca/
https://cwl.on.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca/
https://cwl.on.ca/


Co l l een ’ s  Message  o f  J oy
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I t  i s  t h o s e  w h o  g i v e  s o m e t h i n g  u p  w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c  g r a t i t u d e  f o r
i t  n o r m a l l y  b e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a d d  a n
a c t i o n  t h a t  g i v e s  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  o t h e r s
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o r  t h e  w o r l d  i n  g e n e r a l ,  w h o  w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
j o y  o f  n e w  l i f e .

E v e r y  y e a r  I  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  “ W h a t  w i l l  t h a t  t h i n g
b e  t h a t  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  w o r l d  f o r  o t h e r s  o r  f o r  e v e r y o n e
g e n e r a l l y . ”  T h i s  y e a r  I  d e c i d e d  o n  s h a r i n g  t h e  g o o d  n e w s .
E a c h  d a y  I  w i l l  p u r p o s e l y  l o o k  f o r  s o m e o n e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  o r
s o m e w a y  t o  s h a r e  p u b l i c l y  t h e  j o y  m y  f a i t h  b r i n g s .  T h e  j o y
t h a t  t h e  p r o m i s e  f r o m  G o d  o f  n e w  l i f e  a f t e r  d e a t h  c a n  b r i n g  i f
w e  s u r r e n d e r  o u r  l i f e  t o  G o d .  N o t  j u s t  o n c e ,  a s  i n  o u r
h u m a n n e s s  w e  o f t e n  r e t u r n  t o  o l d  w a y s ,  b u t  r e p e a t e d l y  e a c h
t i m e  w e  r e c o g n i z e  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l .

S t a r t i n g  t o d a y ,  I  w i l l  p r a y  t h e  S t .  J o s e p h  N o v e n a  f o r  P o p e
F r a n c i s  a n d  t h e  S u r r e n d e r  P r a y e r  N o v e n a  
t o  g i v e  m y  l i f e  a n d  a l l  i t s  w o r r i e s  o v e r  t o  G o d  w h o  i s  t h e
M a s t e r  o f  m y  l i f e  p l a n .  M a y  y o u  f i n d  i n  y o u r  L e n t e n  j o u r n e y  a
w a y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  n e w  l i f e  a n d  j o y  i n  y o u r  f a i t h  j o u r n e y .

A s  A p r i l  u n f o l d s ,  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  g a t h e r i n g  f o r  d i o c e s a n
c o n v e n t i o n s  b e g i n s .  I  p r a y  e v e r y o n e  t r a v e l s  s a f e l y  a n d  t h a t
e v e r y  m e m b e r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f i n d s  n e w  l i f e  a n d  r e n e w e d  j o y  i n
s h a r i n g  t h e i r  f a i t h  j o u r n e y !

L i n k  t o  S u r r e n d e r  P r a y e r  N o v e n a :
( h t t p s : / / s u r r e n d e r p r a y e r . w e e b l y . c o m )  

M y  d e a r  s i s t e r s ,  t h i s  m o n t h  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r
e d i t o r s  h a d  t h e  w i s d o m  t o  c h o o s e  a  t h e m e
o f  n e w  l i f e .  A s  I  s i t  w r i t i n g  t h i s ,  w e  a r e  j u s t  5
d a y s  i n t o  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  L e n t .  L e n t  i s  a  t i m e
t o  d i e  u n t o  s e l f  a n d  t o  f i n d  w a y s  t o  n e w  l i f e .
S o m e  w i l l  g i v e  s o m e t h i n g  u p ,  m a k i n g
t h e m s e l v e s  m i s e r a b l e  f o r  4 0  d a y s  w h i l e
o t h e r s  d o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  a n d  c o m m i t  t o  a n
a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  r e s u l t .

T h e s e  h o w e v e r  a r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  w i l l  l i k e l y  n o t  s e e
n e w  l i f e  a s  a  r e s u l t .

https://surrenderprayer.weebly.com/
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Pear l s  o f  Wisdom
OPC Pas t  Pres i den t  

L inda  Squarzo lo

L a s t  m o n t h  I  w r o t e  a b o u t  w h y
e v e r y  c o u n c i l  s h o u l d  r e c o r d  t h e i r
h i s t o r y  a n d  t h i s  m o n t h  I  w o u l d  l i k e
t o  o f f e r  s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t
w h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  b o o k .
 
N o t  s u r e  w h a t  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  y o u r
h i s t o r y  b o o k ?   F I N D  O U T  H E R E . . .  

Counc i l  H i s to r i e s  (Pa r t  I I )

C o n s i d e r  p r i n t i n g  s e v e r a l
c o p i e s  o f  t h e s e  h i s t o r y  b o o k s
a n d  m a k i n g  t h e m  a v a i l a b l e
t o  m e m b e r s .  M a n y  o f  t h e m
w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h a v i n g  a
c o p y .  T h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
h a v i n g  a  c o p y  c a n  b e
c h a r g e d  a  n o m i n a l  a m o u n t  t o
c o v e r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  c o s t s .

I f  y o u r  c o u n c i l  h a s  n e v e r  w r i t t e n  a  h i s t o r y  b o o k ,
b e g i n  w i t h  o n e  o r  t w o  d e c a d e s .  I f  a  h i s t o r y  b o o k
a l r e a d y  e x i s t s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u p d a t e d  r o u g h l y  e v e r y
t e n  y e a r s .
 
I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  y o u  a r e
d o i n g  i n  r e c o r d i n g  y o u r  c o u n c i l ’ s  h i s t o r y .

https://cwl.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/APRIL-2025-PAST-PRESIDENT-READ-MORE-DOC.pdf


Minu te  By  M inu te
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OPC Secretary 
L isa Henry

These simple gestures can have a meaningful impact. They:
Build Bridges: A small note can connect with new or less active members.
Show Appreciation: Notes that recognize any contribution can motivate
continued involvement. 
Foster Connection: A handwritten note reminds us of genuine human
connection and community. 
Inspire Action: An encouraging note might inspire someone to take on
leadership or try new activities.
 

As spring brings new life, these acts of kindness bring hope and support to
those who receive them. The joy of being a Secretary comes alive when you
write and think of the recipient. This small gesture can touch a heart, l ift a spirit
and strengthen the bonds of sisterhood. 

Secretaries can embrace the chance to spread happiness and connection
through their correspondence. If you haven’t experienced this role yet, consider
stepping forward in the next election and discover the rewards it brings!

Recently I  had an opportunity to re-connect with a wonderful CWL sister from
New Brunswick, Marg McCallum. Naturally,  we got on the topic of the CWL
where she passionately talked about the impact of handwritten notes. Despite
being less common now, these notes hold special meaning. Her enthusiasm
reminded me of the strong connections built through this simple act.

Within the CWL, the bonds of engagement and sisterhood are what unite us,
energizing our community and enhancing our impact. 
Yet,  there are times it feels l ike these bonds of engagement are weakening,
leaving us searching for ways to reconnect. 

WELL, HERE’S A SIMPLE, YET SURPRISINGLY IMPACTFUL TIP TO
SHARE…. SEND NOTES!

With today’s focus on technology, a handwritten note is
rare. Think back to when you last received one. How did it
make you feel? Most likely, it felt special and uplifting.
Unlike emails or texts, handwritten notes carry a personal
touch and authenticity. 

Consider doing this in your CWL council. Send a welcome note to a new
member. Write a thank you note to a volunteer acknowledging their
dedication. Offer an encouraging note to someone facing challenges,
reassuring them they are not alone. Share news or updates with those unable
to attend meetings, so they know they’re remembered and valued. 



Lent gave us the opportunity to renew our commitment to God through our spiritual efforts. 

We are now ready to reflect more deeply on the true meaning of Christ’s sacrifice. The Son
of God, with His free will, was crucified and died on the cross. But He rose from the dead on
the third day, giving us the hope of rising too with Him, after death. Jesus offered humanity
the greatest gift any person can ever receive—the forgiveness of our sins, our salvation, and
the grace of eternal life with God. Easter is really about Jesus’ life-giving love for us. The
resurrection story teaches us that through death there is new beginning. 

Our Catholic Church guides us toward this awareness every year. Easter Liturgies are
designed to help us relive our Baptism. We profess our Baptismal faith each Easter by
reciting, in most parishes, the Apostles’ Creed at the Easter Vigil and at Easter Sunday Mass.
The Apostle’s Creed is the promise we, or our Godparents on our behalf, made at our
Baptism.   We reaffirm our faith and commitment to God by answering the promises with “I
do,”. We are saying Yes, we will walk with Christ in a new life right here and now. And at the
Easter Vigil, we are also given new birth by being blessed with Holy water.

We are the Easter People, confident in Jesus’ resurrection story where life follows from
forgiveness and sincere faith in God. Take time during the fifty days of the Easter Season, to
reflect on this great gift, the most important in Christianity.

The Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist is a central dogma of the Catholic faith: when
the priest consecrates bread and wine during the Mass, they are literally transformed into
the body and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ. The Holy Eucharist is the profound
sacrament of the Church and expression of God's love for us. 

Every time we receive Jesus’ body and blood in the Eucharist, we are renewing our initiation
into His body. We are nourished spiritually and brought closer to God. “I am the bread of
life…” John 6:35. Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father so we too might
walk in newness of life.

It is not by coincidence that Easter occurs in the spring, when we see signs of new life all
around us. Take a moment to pause, to take a walk, to say a prayer and admire the wonders
of Our Lord’s creation. 

As we say all together at Easter: “Change our lives, change our hearts to be messengers of
Easter joy and hope.” 
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C l a u d e t t e  L a n g d o n

“The Jubilee offers us the opportunity to appreciate anew, and with immense
gratitude, the gift of the new life that we have received in Baptism, a life capable of
transfiguring death’s drama.”                    Pope Francis



I t  i s  o n l y  r i g h t ,  w i t h  a l l  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  o u r  h e a r t  a n d
m i n d ,  t o  p r a i s e  Y o u  F a t h e r  a n d  Y o u r  O n l y - B e g o t t e n

S o n ,  O u r  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  

D e a r  F a t h e r ,  b y  Y o u r  w o n d r o u s  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  o f
L o v i n g - K i n d n e s s  t o w a r d  u s ,  

Y o u r  s e r v a n t s ,  Y o u  g a v e  u p  Y o u r  S o n .  

D e a r  J e s u s  Y o u  p a i d  t h e  d e b t  o f  A d a m  f o r  u s  t o  t h e
E t e r n a l  F a t h e r  b y  Y o u r  B l o o d  

p o u r e d  f o r t h  i n  L o v i n g - K i n d n e s s .  

Y o u  c l e a r e d  a w a y  t h e  d a r k n e s s  o f  s i n  b y  Y o u r
m a g n i f i c e n t  a n d  r a d i a n t  R e s u r r e c t i o n .  

Y o u  b r o k e  t h e  b o n d s  o f  d e a t h  
a n d  r o s e  f r o m  t h e  g r a v e  a s  a  C o n q u e r o r .  

Y o u  r e c o n c i l e d  H e a v e n  a n d  e a r t h .  

O u r  l i f e  h a d  n o  h o p e  o f  E t e r n a l  H a p p i n e s s  
b e f o r e  Y o u  r e d e e m e d  u s .  

Y o u r  R e s u r r e c t i o n  h a s  w a s h e d  a w a y  o u r  s i n s ,
r e s t o r e d  o u r  i n n o c e n c e  a n d  b r o u g h t  u s  j o y .  

H o w  i n e s t i m a b l e  i s  t h e  t e n d e r n e s s  o f  Y o u r  L o v e !

Sa in t  G r ego ry ’ s  Ea s t e r  P r aye r 7

E a s t e r  P r a y e r



Evange l ium V i tae  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  i s  T h e  G o s p e l  o f  L i f e .  T h i s
d o c u m e n t  i s  t h e  p a p a l  e n c y c l i c a l  w r i t t e n  b y  P o p e  S t .  J o h n  P a u l  I I .
M a r c h  2 5  o f  t h i s  y e a r  m a r k e d  3 0  y e a r s  s i n c e  E v a n g e l i u m  V i t a e  ( E V )  w a s
p u b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  A n n u n c i a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  h e  w r o t e
t h a t  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  L i f e  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  J e s u s ’  s a v i n g  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e
w o r l d .  I n  b e c o m i n g  h u m a n  a n d  d w e l l i n g  a m o n g  u s ,  C h r i s t  r e v e a l s  t h e
p r o f o u n d  d i g n i t y  o f  e v e r y  h u m a n  p e r s o n .  T h i s  G o d  g i v e n  d i g n i t y  d o e s
n o t  c h a n g e  w i t h  o u r  s t a g e  o f  l i f e ,  o u r  a b i l i t i e s ,  o u r  l e v e l  o f
i n d e p e n d e n c e  o r  a n y  o t h e r  v a r y i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e .  T h e  h u m a n  p e r s o n  i s
a  “ m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  G o d  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  a  s i g n  o f  h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  a  t r a c e  o f
h i s  g l o r y . ”  ( E V 3 4 ) .  I t  i s  o u r  m i s s i o n  t o  r e f l e c t  t h i s  t r u t h  i n  h o w  w e  a c t
a n d  h o w  w e  t r e a t  o n e  a n o t h e r .

O n e  w a y  w e  r e f l e c t  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  L i f e  a s  L e a g u e  m e m b e r s  i s  t h r o u g h
o u r  M i n i s t r y  o f  S e r v i c e .  T h i s  A p r i l  m a r k s  t h e  6 t h  a n n u a l  G l o b a l
V o l u n t e e r  M o n t h .  T h e  m o n t h  l o n g  c e l e b r a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  p r o f o u n d
i m p a c t  e a c h  o f  u s  c a n  m a k e  t h r o u g h  v o l u n t e e r i n g .  I t  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e
p o w e r  o f  c o m m u n i t y ,  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  r i p p l e  e f f e c t  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n
c r e a t e s  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  M a n y  c o u n t r i e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  C a n a d a ,  a l s o  h a v e  N a t i o n a l  V o l u n t e e r  W e e k  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .
I n  C a n a d a ,  N a t i o n a l  V o l u n t e e r  W e e k  i s  l e d  b y  V o l u n t e e r  C a n a d a .  T h i s
y e a r  i t  i s  t h e  w e e k  o f  A p r i l  2 7  t o  M a y  3 .  T h e  t h e m e  f o r  2 0 2 5  i s
“ V o l u n t e e r s  M a k e  W a v e s ” .  

S u e  L u b o w i t z
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The Joy of New Life

M a y  t h e  r i s e n  C h r i s t  b r i n g  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l y
e n d l e s s  j o y ,  a b u n d a n t  b l e s s i n g s ,  a n d  r e n e w e d  h o p e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i s i t :
h t t p s : / / v o l u n t e e r . c a / n a t i o n a l - v o l u n t e e r - w e e k /

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t i s t i c s  C a n a d a ’ s  S u r v e y  o n  G i v i n g ,
V o l u n t e e r i n g  a n d  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  ( S G V P )  2 0 1 8  r e p o r t  o v e r
2 4  m i l l i o n  C a n a d i a n s  g a v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5  b i l l i o n
h o u r s  t o  t h e i r  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l  v o l u n t e e r  a c t i v i t i e s
—  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  o v e r  2 . 5  m i l l i o n  f u l l - t i m e  y e a r - r o u n d
j o b s .  A l s o  t h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  $ 1 1 . 9  b i l l i o n  w a s  d o n a t e d  t o
c h a r i t a b l e  o r  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a n
a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  a m o u n t  p e r  d o n o r  o f  $ 5 6 7 .
( w w w . s t a t c a n . g c . c a / S G V P )  
R E A D  M O R E  T R E N D S  A N D  T I P S  H E R E . .

https://volunteer.ca/national-volunteer-week/
https://cwl.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/APRIL-2025-NEWSLETTER-READ-MORE-DOC-SERVICE-CHAIR.pdf


H i l a r i o n  M i t c h e l l
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We r i s e  aga i n  a t  Ea s t e r  w i t h  t he  r e su r r e c t i on  o f  J e su s  Ch r i s t  r em ind i ng
us  t ha t  l i f e  i s  f u l l  o f  hope .  J e su s  a s  t he  g r ea t  ga rdene r  o f  c r ea t i on  ha s
p rov i ded  l i f e  t o  a l l  t h i ng s .  I n  t he  sp r i ng ,  we  a r e  r e connec t ed  t o  t he
ou tdoo r s ,  ga rden i ng  and  t he  env i r onmen t .  E a s t e r  and  sp r i ng  r ep re sen t
r eb i r t h  and  r enewa l .  

Env i r onmen ta l  i s sue s  a r e  c ove r ed  by  t he  So c i a l  J u s t i c e  S t and i ng
Commi t t e e .  The  mon th  o f  Ap r i l  i s  an  oppo r tune  t ime  f o r  awarenes s  on
Ca re  f o r  Ou r  Common  Home  ( Lauda to  s i ' ) .  P eop l e  and  t he i r  env i r onmen t
a r e  i n t e r connec t ed  a f f e c t i ng  ea ch  o the r .  The  d i spa r i t y  i n  t he  a c ce s s  t o
na tu ra l  r e sou r ce s  i s  a  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  i s sue .

The death and resurrection of Jesus is the heart of our faith
and the basis of our hope. Pope Francis, 'Spes non confundit'

Section 20.

Ea r t h  Day  i s  c e l eb ra t ed  on  Ap r i l  22nd  w i t h  t h i s
y ea r ’ s  t h eme ,  Ou r  Power ,  Ou r  P l ane t .
Ea r t hday . o rg  advoca t e s  f o r  t h e  hea l t h  o f  t h e
p l ane t ,  f o r  ou r  a i r ,  o c eans ,  s o i l ,  e c o - s y s t ems ,
w i l d l i f e ,  and  human  hea l t h .  Th i s  i s  t h e  55 th
ann i v e r sa r y  o f  t h e  e ven t .  E a r t h  Day  b r i ng s
awarenes s  and  add re s s  env i r onmen ta l  i s sue s .  

Commun i t y  O rgan i z a t i on s / E ven t s :  A s  member s ,  ou r  f oo tp r i n t  on  t he
env i r onmen t  s t a r t s  w i t h i n  ou r  homes  and  counc i l s ,  l o c a l  c ommun i t y  and
beyond .  READ  MORE  HERE . . .

Ea r t h  Day  may  be  s een  a s  a  s e cu l a r  e ven t  bu t  i s  c onnec t ed  t o  Ea s t e r  and
ou r  Ca tho l i c  So c i a l  T ea ch i ng  on  Ca re  f o r  God ' s  C r ea t i on .

Ca tho l i c  Sa i n t s  o f  E co l ogy  and  t he  Env i r onmen t
-  S t .  Ph i l i p  Ne r i
-  S t .  F r anc i s  o f  A s s i s i  
-  S t .  The r e se  o f  L i s i eux
-  S t .  Ka t e r i  T ekakw i t ha
-  S t .  J ohn  Pau l  I I
-  S t .  Augus t i n e

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html#:~:text=SPES%2520NON%2520CONFUNDIT.,proclaims%2520every%2520twenty%252Dfive%2520years.
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html#:~:text=SPES%2520NON%2520CONFUNDIT.,proclaims%2520every%2520twenty%252Dfive%2520years.
https://www.earthday.org/our-power-our-planet/
https://cwl.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/APRIL-2025-NEWSLETTER-READ-MORE-DOC-SOCIAL-JUSTICE-CHAIR.pdf


Hi, my name is Nelly and I am here to tell you a little about what you can expect when you
meet up with us in southwestern Ontario in July. 

The planning is well under way. We can’t wait to see you in London! The 2025 Ontario
Provincial Convention and Annual Meeting of Members promises to be full of lasting
memories for every one of our sisters and guests. There will be something for everyone. We
promise!

There is no time to sit around. Get a team from your diocese pumped up to compete in the
most laidback games you have ever played. This “hardly any skills required” evening takes
place on Saturday night, July 5 and will work all the kinks out of you from that drive into
London. Don’t forget your cameras or iPhone etc. for you won’t want to miss capturing
those hilarious moments for future reference. Team outfits are strongly recommended. We
want to make sure we can distinguish the team to beat from the team who knows how to
just have fun, because….
Sunday, July 6 will provide us with opportunities for learning, prayer and socializing. 

We are offering three morning tours: 
1) A guided tour through St. Peter’s Seminary with Fr. Michael Prieur, historian and author.
The stained-glass windows in St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel are breathtaking; 

2) A walking tour of Fanshawe Pioneer Village will take you back through the past 100 years
of history in London and surrounding area; and 

3) Finally, for those who like a bit of an adventure, there is a mystery tour that takes you to
places that even this author doesn’t know, because after all, it is a mystery tour. Then it’s
back to the hotel for a resolutions dialogue. 

The opening mass is at St. Justin’s Church, followed by a reception where we can renew
friendships and share tales of the past 24 hours. And that’s only the first day. We still have
three more days of faith-filled activities, learning and of course our CWL business meeting. 
Oops, I’m out of space. More about the Ontario Provincial Convention and Annual Meeting
of Members next month. Stay Tuned!

The good news is that registration is open! 
To access the registration package on the OPC website, click here  at cwl.on.ca

JOYFULLY CALLING ALL OUR SISTERS!
2025 Provincial  Convention News

Nelly Kelders -  2025 OPC Convention Secretary

J O Y !
R e j o i c e  i n  t h e  L o r d

Philippians 4:4
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https://cwl.on.ca/conventions/


F o l l o w  u s  t o  s t a y  u p d a t e d  o n  C W L  e v e n t s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n :  

Ontario Provincial Facebook Page Ontario Provincial Website

Stations of the Cross for those with Mental Illness 
(Family & Friends)

Time:    Every Friday at 03:00 PM Eastern time until Apr 18th.

Timothy Duff, an American Board-Certified Chaplain (Ret.) and Guardian/
Co-Founder of the Guild of St. Benedict Joseph Labre is offering throughout
Lent via Zoom weekly online “Stations of the Cross for those with Mental
Illness”.   
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Even ts  Coming  Your  Way !   

During Lent, rethink harmful ways of living with creation
and commit to healing our relationships with our Creator
and each other (Laudato Si’ Movement). 

h t t p s : / / a p p . z o o m . u s / w c  
M e e t i n g  I D :  8 5 3  9 5 4 8  6 1 2 9
P a s s c o d e :  5 0 4 1 0 8

Missed the Virtual Pilgrimage? Journey On with Us!
Were you unable to join the Ontario Provincial Council's Virtual Pilgrimage
that took place from March 10th to 12th, 2025? Don't despair! The spirit of
pilgrimage and connection remains alive and well.

The Ontario Provincial Council is delighted to share a special letter from
OPC President Colleen Martin and the resources to help you experience
the grace and inspiration of the pilgrimage.

Access the treasures of the Virtual Pilgrimage here:
https://cwl.on.ca/relive-the-journey-opc-virtual.../

105th National Convention August 10 – 13, 2025 
Location: Marriott Downtown at CF Toronto Eaton Centre

For information re: Convention Accommodations, READ MORE.... 

March 5 to April 17: 

https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca/
https://cwl.on.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca/
https://cwl.on.ca/
https://app.zoom.us/wc
https://app.zoom.us/wc
https://cwl.on.ca/relive-the-journey-opc-virtual.../
https://cwl.on.ca/important-update-to-2025-national-convention-accommodations-from-colleen-martin/


 R e l e a s e d  b y  T h e  C a n a d i a n  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s  

Please monitor the following sites for more details as the event draws closer:
www.cwl.on.ca

OPC Facebook Page

I n t e r e s t e d  P a r i s h e s !
C o m e  j o i n  u s  w i t h  y o u r  p a s t o r  

a n d  f e l l o w  p a r i s h i o n e r s  t o  d i s c o v e r  
a  c u l t u r e  o f  L I F E ,  C O M P A S S I O N  &  H O P E !  

H o r i z o n s  o f  H o p e  -  P a l l i a t i v e  C a r e  T o o l k i t  f o r  P a r i s h e s

D u r i n g  N a t i o n a l  H o s p i c e  P a l l i a t i v e  C a r e  W e e k  

S t .  J o h n  F i s h e r  ( T o r o n t o  D i o c e s e )  p r e s e n t s :

Dr. Moira McQueen
Executive Director of Canadian

Catholic Bioethics Institute

Modules 1 & 2 
May 6 & 7, 2025

Shirley Christo 
CWL Life Member

Parish Nurse

Modules 3 & 4 
May 13 & 14, 2025

Margaret Smith
St. Elizabeth Palliative Care 

Parish Nurse

Ronald Perinpanayagam 
Unity Health Toronto
Catholic Healthcare

A l l  s e s s i o n s  a r e  f r o m  7 : 0 0  -  9 : 0 0  p m  
A t t e n d a n c e  i s  e n c o u r a g e d  f o r  a l l  f o u r  m o d u l e s

Y o u  c a n  a t t e n d  i n  p e r s o n  o r  v i r t u a l l y !  

L o c a t i o n :  S t .  J o h n  F i s h e r  P a r i s h  H a l l - 3 0 0  B a l m o r a l  D r .  
B r a m p t o n ,  O N  L 6 T  1 V 6

R E G I S T R A T I O N  D E T A I L S :  R e g i s t e r  h e r e  ( A l l  m u s t  r e g i s t e r  i n  a d v a n c e )

h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r / t O 2 T W l X p S i S W 8 N J H _ f v h W w  

O n c e  r e g i s t e r e d ,  a  l i n k  w i l l  b e  s e n t  v i a  e m a i l

T h a n k  y o u  t o  T o r o n t o  D i o c e s a n  C W L  m e m b e r  S h i r l e y  C h r i s t o  f o r  h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  o f f e r i n g  t h e s e  s e s s i o n s .  
T h e  O n t a r i o  P r o v i n c i a l  C o u n c i l  i s  h o n o u r e d  t o  p l a y  a  s u p p o r t i n g  r o l e  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  

z o o m  s e s s i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e t a i l s  t h r o u g h  i t s  n e t w o r k s .

http://www.cwl.on.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/cwl.on.ca/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tO2TWlXpSiSW8NJH_fvhWw

